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Mission Statement 

The Heritage Collections held at the Royal College of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists are comprised of unique and historical published books, objects 
and artefacts, and unpublished archival material relating to the specialty of 
obstetrics, gynaecology and midwifery. The collections include those of the Royal 
College of Midwives, which were deposited at the RCOG in 2010 under a 
management service agreement. 

The Knowledge Management team (more specifically, the College Archivist) is 
responsible for maintaining the integrity and condition of these heritage 
collections, and for serving the needs of all stakeholders in regard to this material. 
As well as providing access to the heritage collections and to information 
respecting the collections, the team is responsible for the development of the 
collections, as set out in the RCOG Heritage: Collections Development Policy. 

The purpose of this Collections Management Policy is to attain progress towards 
becoming the recognised centre for resources for the history of women's health. 
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Collections Management Policy 

The Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists recognises the importance 
of its Heritage Collection and is committed to supporting its management according 
to professional heritage standards and guidelines. 

Care of and provision of access to the Heritage Collection is provided by an 
Information Services team, consisting of professional librarians and a professional 
archivist. Resources for management of the collection and training for staff are 
assigned to the Head of Knowledge Management.  

Volunteer assistance, comprising unpaid, postgraduate volunteers seeking 
experience in the heritage sector, will be used to make progress in collection care 
and information programmes. Volunteers are managed by the College Archivist 
according to the terms of the RCOG Heritage: Volunteer Policy. 

The College seeks to provide access to the collection according to the terms set out 
in the RCOG Heritage: Collections Access Policy, and by providing information about 
the collection according to the terms set out in the RCOG Heritage: Collections 
Information Policy, overseen by the College Archivist. 

The College will support the development of the collection according to the terms set 
out in the RCOG Heritage: Collections Development Policy, overseen by the College 
Archivist. 

The College will make provision for the care of the collection according to the terms 
of the RCOG Heritage: Collections Care and Conservation Policy, overseen by the 
College Archivist and library staff. 

 

Review of RCOG Heritage Policies 

This policy and those related to it will be reviewed and assessed after five years, or if 
any of the following occur: 

• A change in legislation or code of practice 
• A change in user demand 
• Loss of or damage to an item 
• An increase in the level of threat of theft, vandalism or terrorism 
• An increase in the level of risk of damage from the environment 
• A change in the level of financial support 
• A significant addition to the Collection 
• A change in paid and unpaid employee levels or responsibilities 
• New research affecting the conservation of items in the collection 
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